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Monday, Jan. 9, 1949 o
Bethesda

Dear Mamira, -

Thank you for your kind and solicitous thoughts, =y dear,
about going away for a while. I want you to know that I really
acpreclate your senerous oifer to taze care of the faully for
me, ard neaven knows the day may come wihen I will have to take
you up on it for some reason or other, or nc rezson at ail. Ii's
nice t¢ %Xrow I have an anchor to windward In you. But right ncw
I don't much feel like poing awsy. For one thing, we all have
colds again! Laurence John started us of £, and now all three of
us have one, Fortunately these aren’t half as virulent zs the
laat bout was. L.J. has been good humored ell along, and I have
yet to get that "I'd-rather-be-dead" feeling. we've gone on with
our nermal life, more or Jjess, only «illlail and I have ween getting
as much slisep as pcssible,

. Il I went any-he.e, it world have to he o wlehdzan, Wwhere
Plet sand her mamue invited me to come while Albert is down in
Temas doing some work or other. I sort of hall said I would walle
Pilet was here, and tnen the tnought of taging L.J. ail by ayself
out there cnliled we, much as I wo:ld enjoy belag with my dear old
Aunty Flet. Also, I spent the money I had plaaned tc use to take -
the trip on that LrEs3! 4nd t-18 baing alter Chrisizas and before
income tax, weare 1n no position to salivant, If we had any cextra
pernies, I'd like to save them for serding L.J. to nursery schodl.
I think we would both enjoy that- he znd I. But the Kriey finances
ars jJust parely baianced as it 1s, and the exura aoney for Nursery
School or trips would have %10 pe taken froa manna, wilch ign't
flowing very freely froam heaven these days, as perhaps you've notw
lced.

However, since Curilstmas and New Years is over, things have
quieted down, tnauk goodness, and we are vretby pesceful agzin.
Good old L.J., putb his finger on_ the matler the day I took the tree,
down; he remarked "Now the Revolution is all over, asd ithe Chrigte
mas 1s all over too.” I lovefd that! He certainly doesn't misza a
trick when it comes tc being up on what's soing on. Well, anyway,

L) i [} ) 4 v
I'm now a calmer and a bstier Wwoman, only norrified to learnm that
‘gained six polnds in one monbth over the holidays. You would think
'd been eatling like a horse ust one sundae afiter another., Sc now
) 3
'11 have to set about laboricusly losing what 1 so gaily gained.

As £rr ny "self=gacrifices", que va, as the Spanish cay. I'm
not doing one whit torec thar every youny mairied women in the Unliled
States coes, 8o don't lead me into texpteiion by calling my normal
duties selif-sacrifices, or I might be lecd into thinking they wexo
in a weak moment. 1 have &n mmusually casy time of it, =ctua_ly,
and the fact that 1'm not used to housewoerk arnd belng Lied down
Just sces to show how easy a tiuwe I've had of it in the past, and
how overdue I was Tor a little health; work. The unhealth; thing,
as G,S. Lewsi poinis out in Screwtape, is to think your "time 1is
your own" or "your soul is your own". For me to think myself 1ll-
used, over-worked, misunderstood, pubt-upon, or self-sacrificisl
would be nothing short of siily, anyway, considering how lucky 1 am
in s0 many, many ways. The only thing 1 really feel sorry for myself
about is that 1 can eat like a bird and gzein weignt, while others
can eat like a horse and stay slim. I am_full of self pity abcut
that, when 1 see the Wheatles golng by.
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It's been really very mild weath-r dcwn here lately, up in the
fifties and sixties every day, sc Laurence J. hn and I havebeen 4oing
a lot of walking down town to the Glent for grocprﬁes. He Jjust loves
it of course, and I hope it takes some of umy excess poundage off.

(e oass many a urucx, aﬁq he dezrly loves to look in at the fire
house on our way down. don't know exacitly how far it is to the
Giant, so 1'11 have to have Wiliisa clbck it soqe day in the car.
Abuut a mile or more, 1 shtould say. Wwe gc back heos “, bus, so he
joys that also. 1 can hold the threat of 6ey*_v 2 him of hls
‘riue over hig head all morming, %o, and that helps the dlsciplline
along tremendously.

Cne day we walked as far as Mrs. Rowse's library, and I sot
scme books for hlw and ano Loer C.S. Lewis cne for me. They didn't
have “That rerrib1 Strength’, so I applied to have it sent f» a
Baltiusore. 4lso "Love Amon~ Tne “uing” wasn't In, so they will
tel. me when it is. The waik to the library 1s quite o long one,
but he enjoys sitiing down 1n the d*ilﬂweﬁ‘q gection and looking
b t the books quistly, =0 we will wndoubd e”LY de it again when
there is good wesihsr., I'a glad to inow it's not lmpessglible fer
IS U0 8L Lnurd.

I had a letber Iroa rebdy w dayl =
and mect her in New York and 5O see Rubh
one—man show of palintings. Necdless to s 1 thanked her and
declined with vegrets. 1 also had a letter from Uncle Ted Sishop,
who told mg all avout his trip sround the country in a bus and
down to Mexico in ftrains, and back oy poatl. He nasn'u Lost any
of his old joie de vivre, thot's sure. He says he wil: stop in
tc see us next October, when he wiil be attending an insurance
conference la XNew York.

e asked me Lo come up
ie Ray Ureshan's lavest
5
T

Sﬂ H .)

. {7

We had Dostor VOITléan for dlnn v lasi Friday nignt {we
invited hix, I mean- we didn't ea’% him). He is or was in town
for a few days, halﬁﬁ just come back feorm Paris and the U.N.
meeting therc. He i3 now Oweci 1 Adviser on Latin American Aflalrs
for wane American Delegation. Tae pmor old Doctor still missesg his
wife very ﬂuvh, bubt he lcoks as g¢hipper as ever, Shelly Mills and
the Davis came to dinner alse, 30 it was gulte a gay affalr. I had
cheese souffle agsain, and it didn't fall too much. I was going to
have begefl naprlxa, wbil I vemeambvered that the Doctor c¢ouldn't eab
meat on Fridays. 1'm going t o have the Harts and the Cowles nexi
Friday aighiv taougn, and the I rsally will hze beef paprika. It's
ea3y and good, I taink.

fhe boy is playjing upstairs in his room, having bargained
to do ab beforae being taken on his walk downtown tnhis ariernoon.
But' i%'s now five uuirjt, gnd time to thinx aboult his supper.
So aurevoirs:

Leve,
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